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SUN SPOTS

(Continued from page 7)

make no pretense of being literature—
their plots are swift and bald, their
heroes ultra-heroic, their villains ul-
tra-villainous, their heroines ultra-
feminine. Cut-out dolls, all of them,
and devoid of flesh and blood motives
as we know them. It does not matter.
The big point is that his imagination
is aroused. He has swallowed the idea
of things being done on a cosmic
scale, he has learned to accept bi-
zarre situations and like them. In oth-
er words, friends, he has been bitten
by the bug. He is one of us.

Nurse him along! Who knows ? Five
years later he may be president of
the club. In another five he may be
a regular contributor to a Grade-A
mag; ten years later he may be a
famous editor. Twenty years after
that he may have become a “classic”.
Such things have happened and are
happening. I do not have to name
names. Every reader of this page can
name a dozen or more himself. To-
day’s “big names” were little names
not so very long ago. Before that
they were not too hopefully writing
in amateur, mimeographed publica-
tions. And before that they were sim-
ply kids who read the stuff and were
left speltbound by it.

Our recruit advances through school
and his interest in science is all the
keener for having read a number of
fanciful applications of some of the
ultimate possibilities of it. His taste
becomes somewhat more exacting. He
wants his characters better drawn and
his atmosphere, if not more realistic,
at least more plausible. He will very
likely try out his own wings with a
contribution or so to his local fan-
zine. It would be well if he does do
so, for it will teach him some of the

(Continued on Page 10)

DID YOU KNOW?
By FACT FINDER

Did you know that the November,
1938 cover of AMAZING STORIES
was reprinted in the picture section
of the N. Y. Herald Tribune in con-
nection with Orson Welles’” Martian
Hoax

*® * *

Did you know that Willy Ley, popu-
lar science fiction writer, reviewed
the book, “Jules Verne” in New York’s
novel newspaper, PM ?

* * *

Did you know that Oscar J. Friend
had an article in the Dec. 1941 issue
of WRITER’S DIGEST, commenting
on S-F magazines ?

% k%

Did you know that many S-F writ-
ers and authors, such as Edgar Rice
Burroughs, Eric Temple Bell, Hugo
Gernsback, Oscar J. Friend, F. Orlin
Tremaine, A, Merrit, and Stanton
Coblentz are in “Who’s Who in"Amer-
ica 77

£ * %

Did you know that the October
1938 issue of AMAZING STORIES
was amcng those magazines photo-
graphed and put in the Time Capsule

at the New York World’s Fair in
19397
P . 'S

TAKE THE TRAIN

TO THE BOSKONE
Feb. 22, 1942
Approx. Round trip fares

FROM:
New York City ...... $ 6.00
Baltimore ............. 12.00
Hagerstown, Md, ...... 12.50
Charleston, W. Ya. .... 16.50
& ®
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SUN SPOTS

BOOSTER ADS

FROM OUR FRIENDS
To Many More

Anniversaries
SAM MOSKOWITZ
% % %

Congrats from the fellow who really
produces Sun Spots

CHAS. A. J. C. E. D. BYERS

* * *
Congratulations from the
mechanical superintendent

JOHN ALOISHUS HANNA

L

Congratulations from
a faithful reader
D. B. THOMPSON
* * &

Happy Second
Anniversary
PRIVATE JERRY KEELEY
* * L
Greetings and Best Wishes
JIMMY TAURASI
LLANE STANNARD

* 3k %

Keep up the good

work, boys . . .
ROY HUNT
* * *

Congrats from the Brains Behind
SUN SPOTS
JACK HARTLEY

Happy Birthday
to SUN SPOTS

HARRY HARRISON

* * *
Best of luck to SUN SPOTS
The Magician of Space
JANE 6EMS35

* * %

Keep ’em flyin’
SUN SPOTS
FRANK ROBINSON

.ok * *

} Good luck for

future years,
LORETTA BEASLEY

L

To many more years
of SUN SPOTS

TOM BRACKETT

* * *

On to ’43, and SUN SPOTS’
next annish

H. WESLEY HITE

PROGRAM FOR FANDOM
(Continued from Page 8)

difficulties involved in constructing a
story. It will sharpen his mind in
many ways. It will make him « wore
discriminating ecritic and a
reader. And it may whet his Jesire to
go on. He will certainly take a more
active part in club affairs. All this
is progress.
Becomes Big Shot

In the course of time he becomes
the big shot in the local club and
editor of the fanzine. It is his job
now to enthuse the newer recruits,
teach them the inner mysteries, en-
courage their writings, and even se-
lect the better examples for publica-
tion if they are worthy of it. He will
preside over the meetings and guide
the general course of the criticism of
the pro mags. His interest in science
is very real now and his acquaintance
with it much improved. He also knows
the difference between good fiction and
bad and which type of magazine ap-
peals to his particular fancy. For
there is a very real difference in sci-

(Continued on Page 15)

better
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